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Subtenanean
bond between
predator and
prey explored
Thc Badroom Sccr.t3 Ol Th.
llr3t.r Ch.tt
lrvine Welsh
(Jonathan Cape, 532.95)
Reviewed by James Lasdun

IFVINEWeIsh is inaclasof hisown Whatmr
rhe flm of his bmks, they hare a seedring life
in them thar rivets anention ard an
imntivenes with story ard language that
continually amuses md rus The elaborate
choreography ofhis predaton and vktim as
rhry circle each otherthrough rhehan, offies
md "fi6a'temaces of Edinbursh seems
powered by ircxhaustibly ridr 

-rcsenes 
of

desire, mge. cuilt and scabrcus humour.
The Beldro'om *creu OfThe Muter Chefs

may nor be his best novel (parts of it are not
'rery good at alt), but it sha-rcs the same roiling
chorus of hrd mn, oldjakqnmdbiddies as
irs predecessorg builds with dre me logic of
esCalatinc oerenftv and learcs om with fie
same ree[ng ensaion ofha/ing got qute a bit
more than one's monds worth

a rnvsrew tlnt orooels halftlre action ofdp
bool. rhe othe'4 niore interestin& halfis set in
modon bythe appearanceof ateeotalviryir;
Brim Kibby wfio attendsSarTrekconferences
and plays drildish video gam. Kih,by ges ajob
at tIrc restaurant i nspectorate, entering
Skimr's derisiw orbit in dE un-fortunate
pcsession of a toy rain, purchmed on his wry
into worlc Almot immediatek
he anakens a demonic hatred in
Skimer The two find
themselres in competition for
the sme office pmmotiorl md
tlre old darce becim

Asin eadierb6ol6 (tlt
intestinal oarasite in Filth. for
instme), i fantastiel
rcomomhic coneit is
iffrcdu;ed, raising drc stal€s
from mere bullying to a mort
aoocahotic oersecution. Bv sheer Dower of
I,iathiij, stdnne. pum a hei on ri6by whereby
the henytollof hisbingeingis ercted noton
his own body but Kr-bby's Skinrer goes out on
the town,butKibby gea drchugore4 Skirmer
gets bearen up, but Kibby wakes up with the
bruises; Skinner anends m orgy lvtrcre he s
d rugged and sodomised, but Kibby . . etcetera

In his thoroughgoing way Welsh pumels

dre coreir to yield the maximum pmibh
mruire ard meaphorial nikage.Aspmr
Kibbv m nrvsteriousk faner and iller while
skinhdrbomcis rnenilifrombatobamd
bed to bed. dre device seres c a kird of

the contrime becomes the vehicle for a
characteristielly melodrmatic act of re!€nge

This kinC of barcgre high orept can be
both a stimu lus md a burden for a miter
Ttrre are moments when you ftel Welsh
smrggling m hide its inlrcrent hokiness: an
intermittent anemot to ele!"te Skinnefs
abuse-by-prory inio a symbol for Bush and

>HISTORY
Pllgrlmrg.
Garrie Hutchinson
(Black Inc,  S44.95)

IFwe hrc to pur a 6gureon unimaginable
bravery the $ 1 million for Capain Alfred
ShouCs GaJlipoliVC would seem appropriare
The redoubtable Shout is among the many
Austra.lians honoured in this extraordinarv
bmk lt's a comorehensive and well-illustrared
aavel suide to *rc battlefields where
Austra-lians foueht md died. But it's much more
too Hutchinsoirecalls the action in great and
mful detail. describes the sceres a nd
memoria.ls today md suggests ways co explore
and pay nibute to the sacrifices made. He gires
real digniry ro gallmt lires thar too often had
a shambolic and nisemble end. Tony Granthem

Blaiis w in Iraq - "dey get o$er peopk to
d€d with dre shit tlrymake through drcirown
nryisted mitf - seems especially fored.

Mct of VGlsh's norels unfdd fircugh d€

blended mix of qualiry designerdothing. . l';
otlren seem sampled ftom old Penguin Balzac
translations - a room 'with huge eilings,
irnpressive omkts". lt isn t that l l€lsh cart do
oniniscient narrative or "English: English - he's
acrually very good atboth -just that here they
seem haphazardly applied, with a
ormponding impression of a slight[
h4hzrd engagerent with dp chmaere
t}rmselves.

I suspectVhlsh found himselfwanting to
Mite a morc picaresque book dran his premise
allowed

BOOKS > EXTRA

>THEBOOKSTHAT
CHANGEDME

Claire
Scobie
For Whom The Bell Tolls
> Ern6t Hemlngray
I remember s a child beingalen to the
wodd wbr I emt€ries in the Somrc As a
teenacerl beca.me fascindedwith dre
titeraftre and an engsnd€red bytln two
rcdd wars ard then read Hemingway's
mterpbe Based on his erPeriencs tr a
forei8n correspondcnt (which I had drearu
of becomint) itbroughthorethe hum
impaa ofwar. I recall sarouring each page
of his realistig spm prme pdcd with
viseral emtion.

63*

0n The Road
> Jack l(orouac

with eadr oder to tIrc rintwher€ dEy
besin to correrqe. And then as Krtbv. 

-
begin to correrge. And tlren as K.ibb'y,
half-dead. sas that his onlv hoDe ohalf-dead, graspa dut his only hope of

sah,ation lies in unleashing his onn dark side,
the conmime becomes the rrchicle for a

Afrierd ar urrilrFitygalE rre this clasicBeat
rcL At ttE tinE it m a rer,tlatbn ltr
alfd)E dsrcur€d trarelmmisbut this m
rcnrthing fr rll znya trting. l lGd rlF
breahlesgrss of IGmuaCs style - his clf-
dsqibed "spodarEous pre' - and Fleall
CasdYs ur8erry to kw*rything and
orcrlom. ft tookrm on more dnn just a rcd
trb ac6 Arrtric4 s!ftrsd widt sookylu
turs, lashLus of opb pie ard hot om
- it slured m a rnuway bwrile.

Clandestine ln Chlle
> 0!0rhl Grich trrqucz
I m rrcs this dim m-fiction rc* in
a dusty book$op in Ksdmardu It tells the
storyof MigclLinin aChiban fiImdirector
wtp fbd hishomelard afterthc miliary
suD ard returns I 2 rcm latcr urder a false
psiponto shoottlpgxin rrality of tife
underPimheu Linin is a soml|at
bumHing; imnrpetent figure who
nonetlrchs talcs huge riskard wott<s
cbsebwith the underSround resistance
goupg He e€n has the audacityto slrot
iNide General Pimhet's printe ofEe.
Marquez rcrrcates the story briliantly ftom
md intervim with Linin and wries h in
tG fim penon Not long after reading it I
renr to Tibet on a secret filming assignnem
- much hs riskythanhttinsbutitffi his
courage that inspircd me

The Hero lYith A
Thousand Faces
) Joseph crnPbell

In this dense wid€V researched book
Camobell taks a wide arcle to ille mdd s
mntis and hgends Based-on psychology,
Jungian dream wolk and ucherype5 lr
mmpms dn philcophres of Buddha, Jesus
and Muhammad with fairytales frcm
arcund dre globe, exploring the prorailing
themeg similarities and symbols. Cmpbell
illuminates the common humanity shared
byall, whichl find deeply appealing

The Bhagavad'Gita
This Smki epic is a poem dnr explores the
spiritual struggle ofrhe human soul. wrirten
as a ban.le berreen Krishna and Arjuna, the
undedying theme isa visionof lifu bmd on
rhe ralues ofjoy and lore. I admit lw mr
read it cffir to cover, but each tim I pick
ir up, another "aha' truth is rcaled

lastSeenlnLhasaby clsireScobie ffi
ispublshedbyRider \/

>FANTASY
Fore3t U!9e
Robln Hobb
(HarperCo l l ins ,  532.99)

>CHILDREN
Jlcl JonG And Th.
Plrata Curra
Judith Rossell
(Lltt le HareBooks,Sl4.95) 

ffiv
RoBIN Hobb has dsised an ingenious way to
tonure herhero in rhe second bokoflhe
Sol.lier Son trilogv Cadet Noare has reorered
from rhe Speckplague rhatdevastated the
King's Calalla Academy butwhere others re
now skin and bones, Nelare is fat. And notjust
slighrlv orerweight he's puffed up like a human
balloon. This goes dom wrybadlylvhen he
rerurns home for his brother's redding,
panicularfuwith his fiancee. Yet glunonyis not
ro blme - l.ieure's body is wollen with the
sensual tree magic ofthe Speck people. With
more ation, less scere sening, dris series realiy
taliesoffinbooknryo GS

ITs aperfectly normal school day forJack
Jones until the people around him start
turning into piiarei. Jack is the 1Oth direct
descendanr ofBlacksrrap Morgan and bears
a terrible pirate curse. Ifhe doesn't find a way
to end it, he maybe on the run forerer
Rossell delivers a lirely, Sripping tale thatis
also veryfunny Despite the wicked antics of
the oirates. there is neveranv real fear that
Jacli mightmeet an unhappy end. Jack's
cure-affected world is a fun Dlace tovisit and
readers aged eight to 1 1 shouid enjoy
spending time immersed in this tale

^mtrd. Holofian
Int.rvlor iy omlrll. lcutsct


