
Last Seen in Lhasa
Claire Scobie

almost a decade Scobie has visi ted
Tibet. tlrst tior.n her horne in England
and latrerly liom Australia.Tiber hrs
fascinrted explorers and writers fbr
hundreds oiyears, but rarely have
so nlany layers ofrts existence been
revealed in one book. Perhaps there will
be too nrany layers ficr some readers,
wich Scobie usrng her joumalist ic ski l ls
ro research and write movingly about
i ts botany, Buddhisnr. Chinese invasion,
subseqnent marginal isat ion and grief of
Tibetans, Lhasat moderrr consunrcrlsnl,
the beaury ofTiberi  hidden val leys, her
own seerch for enl iehtenment - and
most importantly, tiiendship with an

it inerant Buddhist nun
Scobiet quest ro t i l l  a spir i trrr l

ar idity. an aching enrptiness insiclc, is
in counterpoint to the enl ighrened l i fe
oi the nun she cal ls Ani. dreadlocked
when she first meets her, rvith cranberry
eheeks  r r ra tch i r rq  her  T ibe t . rn  tu r r i t .  r
wlrnr snri le and earthy wonranl iness.
This w.rs .r fr iendship often rcqtr ir ing
an interpreter, but the two 'uvorncnt
conncction transcended lanqulge, as
the nun l iving as a pi lgr im and l .rernri t
al lowed Scobie r sl irrpse into hcr
pursr.r i t  of spir i tual perfect ion
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hile parts of the Tibet
Autonomous Region of China

have long been
associated with
the 1933 novel
Lttst Httriztttts,
about an utopian
valley where
immortals live in
perfect harmony,
the modern
realiry is tar
dilTerent. For
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